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Bradford Congregational Church – UCC
An Open & Affirming Congregation!
Bradford, VT (802) 222-4034

Our website: http://bradforducc.org
email us at: bradfordvtucc@gmail.com
see us on Facebook: Bradford Congregational Church

Message from Pastor Jeff:
Christmas, Epiphany, the New Year – they are all behind us. What awaits us is
Ash Wednesday on February 14th and the First Sunday in Lent, February 18th.
Part of the Lenten tradition is to forego a pleasure, a habitual indulgence in
order to mark the season. Some give up meat on Friday, chocolate throughout the
week. For me it might be Champlain Chocolate – these little golden coins of dark
deliciousness (I often have more than one). The point of these trivial sacrifices is
to remind us, I suspect, of Christ’s ultimate sacrifice on the cross. But not having
what I crave, I remember what Jesus gave. So far so good. But let’s see if we can
go a little deeper.
The stunning spiritual truth of this Lenten tradition is that we find what we
do not have by not having. It is the absence of the thing we have sacrificed which
causes us to ponder the presence of Christ. At first blush this may seem rather
strange. As Joseph Sittler puts it, “not to have may become a strange kind of
having.”
Sittler was talking about a “disgruntled student generation” that perpetually
moaned about the absence of God. He offered what he called “a negative
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benediction” and suggested that one cannot complain about the absence of food if
one has no conception of the reality of food. By our constantly bemoaning God’s
seeming absence, Sittler suggests, we must have an awareness of God’s presence.
You don’t know God is gone if God’s presence has never been known.
So this Lenten season I intend to stretch my understanding of its sacrificial
tradition. That way my not having chocolate will remind me that I have God even
when God seems absent.
Faithfully,
Pastor Jeff
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Community Supper
The January supper was a gathering of good friends new and old. The
weather outside was cold yet calm under a star filled winter's sky and inside the
gaiety and camaraderie fairly sparkled!

Reminder: The Community Suppers are now the
4th THURSDAY of each month
We have made this change back to the original schedule of years ago in order for
our own Pastor Jeff to join us! The sign for the supper will be placed out front
several days ahead as a reminder to everyone.

Always plenty for everyone at Community Supper
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Rockin' the Love with Sunshine

Valentine's Baskets:
On February 11th the Diaconate will be delivering the “Sunshine Baskets” it
prepares every year. Would you volunteer to be one of the sunshine deliverers?
After the postlude that morning come to the altar to pick up the basket(s) you
would like to deliver. And …. thank you SO very much! Over the years we have
heard back from volunteers about the love and warmth they receive when they
deliver these baskets.

Many Hands ... Much Love
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Prayer requests may be emailed to
our prayer group or here

It is our privilege to pray for you and those you care about.
We pray for each other,
without ceasing
and your prayer requests
are held in strict confidence.
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Lectionary Readings FEBRUARY (Year B)
The theme hymns are linked to video performances … click on each if
you desire listening to hymns as you read your scriptures

February 4
Isaiah 40: 21-31 (Wait confidently on the Lord)
1 Corinthians 9:16-23 (Paul's freedom is in being bound to Christ)
Mark 1:29-39 (Jesus announces the purpose of his mission)
Psalm 147:1-11,20c (Great is the Lord)
theme hymn: Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
February 11
2 Kings 5:1-14 (Naaman almost isn't healed)
1 Corinthians 9:24-27 (Paul versus the “do as you please” culture)
Mark 1: 40-45 (The former leper doesn't remain silent)
Psalm 30 (Lord, you have healed me)
theme hymn: Lord Jesus, Think on Me

SEASON of LENT
February 14 – Ash Wednesday
Joel 2: 1-2, 12-17 (turn back with all your heart)
2 Corinthians 5: 20b – 6:10 (accept God's offered reconciliation)
Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-21 (you devote energy to what you truly value)
Psalm 51: 1-17 (create in me a clean heart)
theme hymn: I'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me
page 6

February 18 - 1st Sunday of Lent
Genesis 9: 8-17 (God's unilateral covenant with Noah)
1 Peter 3:18-22 (Christ seeks the salvation of all people)
Mark 1: 9-15 (a new age arrived in the person of Jesus)
Psalm 25: 1-10 (God guides and delivers)
theme hymn: Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley
February 25 - 2nd Sunday of Lent
Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16 (God calls Abraham)
Romans 4: 13-25 (Abraham trusts God's promise)
Mark 8: 31-38 (you want to follow him? Then take up your cross)
Psalm 22: 23-31 (ALL will worship Him)
theme hymn: Take Up Thy Cross, the Savior Said
March 4 - 3rd Sunday of Lent
Exodus 20: 1-17 (the Mosaic/Moses Covenant)
1 Corinthians 1: 18-25 (we are called to show God's love)
John 2: 13-22 (Jesus drove out entrenched evil)
Psalm 19 (the Law of the Lord is perfect)
theme hymn: O God, What You Ordain is Right
March 11 - 4th Sunday of Lent
Numbers 21: 4-9 (the role of judgment in redemption)
Ephesians 2: 1-10 (God is love … and we are NOT self-made)
John 3: 14-21 (we can't conceal our deeds)
Psalm 107: 1-3, 17-22 (In God is the healing and the salvation)
theme hymn: To God Be the Glory
March 18 - 5th Sunday of Lent
Jeremiah 31: 31-34 (God WILL forgive)
Hebrews 5: 5-10 (Jesus was human and DID feel as we do)
John 12: 20-33 (want to serve Jesus? Be where He is)
Psalm 51: 1-12 (prayer for cleansing and pardon)
theme hymn: O Jesus, I Have Promised
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March 25 – Palm Sunday
Liturgy of the Palms: Mark 11: 1-11 (Hosanna is called out)
Liturgy of the Passion: Isaiah 50: 4-9a (trust in God's help)
Philippians 2: 5-11 (God voluntarily assumed obedience to death)
Mark 14:1 – 15:47 (the Passion story according to Mark)
Palms theme hymn: The Palms
Passion theme hymn: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

Back Story
Several times a month I write a “back story” for the weekly email and the website.
These back stories expand on an element of the upcoming worship service.
Sometimes the back stories are on the history behind a tradition, sometimes they
go into the history of a hymn, and sometimes they are a biography of a composer
or Saint or preacher.
All of these back stories may be found on the website's “Church News” page and
to locate them you can click here. (Soon there will be a separate link for these
short extras.)
January's back stories:
7th – Saint Francis' hymn the link between our hymn, “All Creatures of Our God
and King,” Saint Francis of Assisi, and the Humane Society of the U.S.
14th – We Shall Overcome the simple hymn's complex history
21st – Saint Andrew's hymn the connection between Peter's brother Andrew,
Scotland, and us.
In the future, I will repeat one of these back stories here so that those without
access to our church's web page may read them.
Marcia Tomlinson, Historian
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A note from our organist, John Atwood:
Lisa Barfield (flute) and I hope to put together an organ and flute piece for
Lent by David Bowie entitled "Warszawa." This very haunting piece is a great fit
for Lent!
Note … John will be away on February 11, 18 and 25 while he recovers
from surgery. Guest musicians will be Marcia Tomlinson on Feb. 11 and Wanda
Kivela on Feb. 18 and 25.

Board of Missions and Social Action
Save the date: March 15th for the showing and panel discussion of “It's Criminal” at
the Bradford Academy. More details will be posted on the website and announced
at Sunday worship. This is a community event co-supported with the Rotarians.
Remember the Reverse Advent boxes we filled? The final tally was 21 boxes
delivered to the Food Shelf!

Our Annual Lenten Series (Interchurch Council)
Lenten Services schedule – all Sundays at 7:00 pm – each Church hosting the
services will provide refreshments:
February 18
Bradford Congregational Church
Pastor Min of Grace United Methodist Church, speaker
February 25
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Pastor Jeff of Bradford Congregational Church, speaker
March 4
Grace United Methodist Church
Piermont Pastor, speaker
March 11 Piermont Church
Rev. Cindy Batten of West Newbury Congrg'l, speaker
March 18 at West Newbury Congregational Church
Father from Our Lady of Perpetual Help, speaker
March 20

Palm Sunday Concert at Bradford Congrg'l Church
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Some helpful links:
Our website is http://bradforducc.org/
Our church's email is bradfordvtucc@gmail.com
Click on EPISTLE to read back issue of this newsletter
Our Sunday School, Music and Missions are at Programs
Past Sermons can be accessed at News & Sermons.
Our congregation's activities are listed on our online calendar
• Our Facebook page link is Bradford Congregational Church
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sunday School deliciousness in January
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