EPISTLE
MARCH, 2017
Bradford Congregational Church – UCC
Bradford, VT (802) 222-4034
Our website: http://bradforducc.org
email us at: bradfordvtucc@gmail.com
see us on Facebook: Bradford Congregational Church
please be on the lookout for the warning of the March 26 Special Meeting
Dear Church Family,
Choosing to grow—this was what you said you were doing when I first
arrived. You said it in the interviews with me as your prospective interim
pastor, you said it loudly and clearly in small groups and the questionnaire in
the fall of 2014, and you affirmed it unanimously in your Identity and
Aspiration Statement: “We aspire to grow in numbers as we make this an
increasingly welcoming, loving, helpful congregation.”
Choosing to grow is not something you do once, it is something that is part
of every little choice you make, as the book Real Good Church emphasizes.
Rev. Molly Baskette wrote that the choice to grow influenced things as small
as the care her congregation took to make a bathroom more pleasant, or to
make sure that each new person felt affirmed and fully embraced from the
first time they came through the doors.
Occasionally people comment about the amount of paper our bulletin uses—
it has been a page and a half almost every Sunday since I arrived. We chose
to save a substantial amount of money by moving away from the preprinted
color bulletin covers, but it is true we could save a little more by cutting to
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make the bulletin fit onto one page. We could cut the cover image of the
church, we could cut the words to the Lord’s Prayer and Gloria Patri and
Doxology, and we could cut the calendar and announcements and lists of
people in charge of various aspects of church life. We would then not have
the extra column available where we usually print the Identity and
Aspiration Statement or Communication Guidelines or “The Lighted
Window,” so we would cut them, too.
There would be no question about doing those things if saving every penny
were the guiding consideration in our choice, but if we are choosing to grow,
then we might choose to keep the cover image because it makes the bulletin
and church more attractive (meaning beautiful in a way that attracts people).
We might choose to keep printing the words that most of us know by heart
like the Lord’s Prayer because it makes the service accessible to new people
who are not as familiar with them. We might choose to keep the calendar
and announcements and lists of people to contact because they invite new
people to enter into the life of the church—they open windows and doors in
what otherwise would be a blank wall. We would then have room to include
inspiring words that remind us of the directions in which we choose to grow
and the church we are choosing to become.
Every little choice in our current bulletin reflects our choosing to grow.
I know that the Trustees have been making
choices to improve the condition and
appearance of the church partly based on the
desire to help the church grow in numbers. I
suspect that most of our Boards and
Committees do the same. We have been
celebrating the growth and wonderful energy
of our Sunday School recently. We can
celebrate the vital work of the Board of
Mission and Social Action, and the Diaconate,
and the beautiful music of the choir and
organist, and the many hours officers and committee members put into
making the church run well, all of which are setting the stage for growth.
The congregation as a whole can also make choices that lead to or away
from growth. For instance, churches that boldly live into being Open and
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Affirming tend to grow and flourish, bringing in young families especially,
as Real Good Church emphasizes. Churches that boldly reject being open to
and affirming of all are growing, too. The churches that are dying out are
ones that choose not to be bold in how they live what they believe.
If you believe Christ calls the church to be welcoming, open and affirming
of all, or if you believe this congregation already is welcoming, open and
affirming of all, then one of the very best things you could possibly do to
promote the congregation’s growth and vitality is to become officially Open
and Affirming. If you do not believe it is the right thing to be and do, then
your path to growth is boldly to state that this is a church opposed to Open
and Affirming. The reality of our society today requires clarity on this issue.
People who are searching for a church need to know which congregation is
the right one for them, and this is one of the major indicators they look to for
guidance.
Churches also are choosing to grow when they ask what the people in their
community need, including what spiritual seekers are looking for in a
congregation and worship service, and then ask themselves how God is
calling their church to address those needs and desires. Churches are
choosing to grow when they respond to changes within their existing
membership, as well, for instance providing a range of music or new ways
for children to participate on Sunday mornings.
That growth could be in one direction or another—every congregation that
chooses to grow also chooses the kind of church it grows into being. A
church that chooses to grow as a congregation that is open to and affirming
of all would choose to expand its music program in the direction of new
hymns and songs that reflect that spirit, whereas a church that chooses to
grow as a congregation that welcomes a narrower range of people would
choose music that reinforced that culture. There is an abundance of new
music in both directions, and both can enhance church growth. On the other
hand, choosing not to expand to meet the needs and desires of a changing
society is choosing not to grow.
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I encourage you as church leaders and church members to ask yourselves
every time you deliberate on even the smallest decision, which choice is
more likely to help you grow both in numbers and in the direction of the
beautiful, healthy, beloved community your Identity and Aspiration
Statement, Communication Guidelines and Covenant envision?
Every meeting and every little decision can be exciting if you see it as
helping you fulfill your vision. Nothing is too small or peripheral to the life
of the congregation—everything can make a difference in growth in a
positive direction.
Lent is upon us, starting on Ash Wednesday, March 1st. Lent is all about
choosing to grow in a positive direction. The Holy Spirit drove Jesus into
the wilderness after his baptism in the River Jordan. Jesus was choosing to
grow when he chose to follow the Spirit’s prompting, and when he chose to
remain faithful to God in every little and large test along the way. The result
was that he grew into a great soul, a great teacher, a powerful instrument of
the Holy Spirit, helping to transform the lives of individuals and transform
the world to be more like God’s realm.
This is why it is a good and holy thing to aspire to grow in numbers. Jesus
calls us to be part of a movement to change the world to be increasingly full
of God’s love and life and light, and compassion, justice and peace.
Numbers matter as measurements of the extent of suffering or grace, as
indicators of the shrinking or growing of God’s realm on earth. Numbers
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matter when they enable us to continue our tradition of serving and increase
the brilliance of the light that shines through our window into the world.

May Lent be a season of growth for you this year. May the worship and
many other activities of this wonderful congregation help you grow in
positive, Christ-like ways. And may you use that growth to serve God and
neighbor and make this congregation, town and world more like the beloved
community of God’s realm.
Thank you!
Lenten blessings,
Tom
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Prayer requests may be
emailed to
our prayer group
It is our privilege to
pray for you and those
you care about.
We pray for
each other,
without ceasing
and
your prayer requests are held in strict confidence.
Would you like the person(s) for whom we are praying to
receive a note saying we are lifting up those prayers?
Please let us know their address and we will mail it.
We keep any names, concerns, and personal information
in strict confidence.
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News from the Board of Mission & Social Action
The BMSA would like to extend their thanks to all who participated in the
Book Angels Project. Thank you for sponsoring a book with your generous
donations. We were able to add more than twenty new books to our Sunday
School library. The children will learn and be inspired by these books and
will enjoy them tremendously!
It is not too late to join our adult book group.
We are reading Little Bee by Chris Cleave. It is a
novel about a refugee girl fleeing Africa and trying to
build a new life in London. The Boston Globe said
Little Bee is “one of the most vividly memorable and
provocative characters in recent contemporary
fiction…. Cleave paces the story beautifully, lacing it
with wit, compassion, and even at the darkest
moments, a searing ray of hope.”
We will have a book-group brunch on Saturday, March 18th at 10:00.
Please let Lucia, Patrick, Holly or Ginny know if you would like to borrow a
book.
“Just as you did it to one of the least of these who are member of my family,
you did it to me.” (Matthew 25:40) God is most tangibly present in this
world where people hunger, thirst, lack adequate clothing and shelter, and
are sick or imprisoned. Christ claims people who suffer as family members.
Christ is so present in them that when you feed the hungry, care for the sick,
welcome the stranger - you feed and care for, and welcome Christ. When
you give through One Great Hour of Sharing to those who suffer from
natural disasters, war, or systemic poverty, you let them know: You are here.
Our One Great Hour of Sharing collection will happen on March 19.
Envelopes will be placed on the back table, in the sanctuary, for your
convenience throughout the whole month of March. Thank you for
considering a donation to this important cause.
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Our monthly
community dinner will
be on Wednesday,
March 22 at 6:00.
Please join us for a
potluck dinner made
by many loving hands
and always delicious.
Even better is the
warmth of
conversation with our
neighbors.
Always someone new to meet and break bread with. If you can join us for
set up we usually begin around 5:15.

In our ongoing commitment to educating
ourselves about refugees the BMSA has
created a set of bulletin boards in the
vestry entitled: Take a Walk Through the
Bible to See How We are Called to Treat
Refugees.
Follow the footsteps, literally, to read
verses from the bible that reference how
Jesus taught us to welcome and care for
refugees.
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From the Vermont Conference
Little boxes on the hillside,
Little boxes made of ticky tacky,
Little boxes on the hillside,
Little boxes all the same.
This chorus came to mind this week as I pondered the Transfiguration story.
Written in the 60's by Malvina Reynolds, the song was a protest against
those who were fleeing to suburbia. A protest against the quest for
conformity in the midst of the diversity bursting forth in that decade and in
2017 diversity is being forced back into boxes - easily defined and
categorized.
Little tents on the mountaintop
One for each of you
Moses, Elijah and Jesus.
Little tents all the same.
Just days before Jesus had asked the disciples "Who do you say I am?"
They named them, "Elijah, Jeremiah...one of the prophets?" "But who do
YOU say I am?" Peter proclaimed with his usual bravado, "YOU are the
Messiah. The Son of the Living God!" "Good for you" says Jesus. Then,
Jesus goes on to tell the disciples what is in store for the Messiah. The
Messiah must die before new life can burst forth. Peter doesn't want to hear
anything about the dismal news.
So just six days later, on this mountaintop, before their amazed eyes, there
stood Jesus, Moses and Elijah. So what does Peter want to do? He wants to
put them in three little boxes - right there on the mountaintop. Capture the
glory in little tents all the same! From now on, follow the directions and you
too can replicate the glory.
Oh, I am so grateful that something happened to Peter on the way to building
a church. Something happened when Peter and the others were praying in
an Upper Room in Jerusalem. Struck by the Holy Spirit, Peter proclaimed
Jesus Christ, crucified and risen. "Repent, be baptized, be forgiven, and
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit - you, your children and all who are afar
off."
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There were no little boxes that day. There were no tents. There was no
conformity. No one size fits all. There was the glorious bursting forth of
diversity. Little groups of believers gathered for prayer, teaching, fellowship
and sharing of possessions and story. We know from the Epistles and
church history that there was this great emergence of passion, energy and
many different forms of church as new occasions taught new duties and each
culture and generation made the faith their own.
Only later did folks try to squeeze their church into a box and church has
been bursting out of the box ever since. Look at the United Church of
Christ!
But at 60 some years old, we're not feeling so green and young, restless and
reckless. Yet, there is enormous need for the church. To not just 'do' church
but to 'be' the church - standing with Jesus against the boxes.
Something in us needs to die in order for new life to burst forth. Maybe that
is enough to ponder this Lenten season.
Pam Lucas
Vermont Conference of the United Church of Christ
Associate Conference Minister
for Search and Call and Small Church Ministry
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From our Church Historian:
Here is the Table of Contents for the third of the four albums on display in
the vestry reading areas
Book III: 1999
102 2nd Opinion stain-glass windows
103 Katrina Munn material
104 Order of Worship 6/24/1990 – Katrina's last Sunday as organist
105 Yellow pamphlet for Katrina's service
106 6/24/1990 photos of congregation's
107 JO article honoring Katrina
108 JO photo and articles on Katrina's window installation
109 Marcia Tomlinson Christmas card
110 1991 Bicentennial huse tour
111 1991 Congo Float and Church Welcome card
112 January 1992 changing parsonage outdoor lamp
113 JO article on installing hands on town clock
114 Louise Hutchinson's manuscript of Congo Church – 1992
115 5 photos of congregational parsonage
116 “Our Stained Glass Windows” written by Eris Eastman, typed by
Nathaniel Eastman
117 Copy of booklet “The Congregational Church ...”
118 New stationary and envelopes
119 Letter on Conrad Shumway giving money to Church Trust Fund
120 History of Wild Game Supper 1956-1995 by Eris Eastman
121 1994 Valley News article on clock
122 1996 Parishioners/Membership list
123 Eris info for History of Congo Church
124 Research for officers for Margaret Pratt
125 List of officers
126 Katrina Munn bulletin for funeral service
127 1998 Children's Day Program w/photo of Jane Munson
128 JO article on Annual Christmas Dinner
129 1999 moving Katrina's Steinway – 4 photographs
130 JO photos (2) taking trees down
131 3 photos of Church minus trees
132 Program of Dedication of Katrina's window, etc. bequests
133 Colored photo of Katrina's window and dedication
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134 Picture of Church and sample Thank You note for gifts received
135 Rev. Harvey Bartlett's relationship to Rev. Silas McKeen
136 Game Supper material – reservation blanks, Epistle article and
envelopes
137 Order of Worship service – Memorial for Nancy Rodgers Perry
138 A tribute to Nancy Perry 5-9-99
139 Sermon by Larry Coffin based on sermon given by Rev. Hickox
in 1945
140 Picture of Church, from Epistle
141 Homecoming Rally Sunday 9/11/05
142 1/2006 Epistle article on organ
143 Stained-glass windows, typed by Nathaniel Eastman
144 20 color photos of stain glass windows
145 Katrina Munn Concert 2006
146 Young People's organ concert 2009
147 2008 organ dedication
148 9/19/2009 restoration of organ – Valley News
149 2009 Katrina Munn Concert, Memorial
150 Letter from former member Janice Baily, sending photos of
church's 135th Church Celebration in 1945
151 2010 Bicentennial schedule of events
152 6 – 2010 photos of church
153 2010 Bicentennial “Order of Worship”
154 Bicentennial letter from Sen. Patrick Leahy
155 Bicentennial Flag of USA certificate of authenticity, signed by
Stephen T. Ayers, AIA, for the flag sent which had flown over the White
House.
156 2nd copy of certificate, signed by Patrick Leahy
157 Bicentennial Proclamation from Bradford Selectboard
158 Bicentennial letter from Vt. Conference
159 Bicentennial hymn Sing at church-goers
160 Bicentennial program for concert
161 Order of Worship for Bicentennial
162 List of archival material displayed in vestry for Bicentennial
163 Bicentennial service speech on Rev. Silas McKeen, given by
Larry Coffin
164 Info on wall clock in back of sanctuary, presented at Bicentennial
165. “Bridge Weekly” on Bicentennial
166 JO article on Bicentennial
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167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177

Thank You note to Eris from Martina
Epistle article on Bicentennial
2010 All-Church picture
3 photos of archival material
Order of Worship for David Pruitt's farewell
Order of Worship welcoming Rev. Karen Lipinczyk
Epistle 9/2010, David leaving, Karen arriving
“Bridge Weekly” article on Chicken Pie Supper 9/22/2010
Bridge Weekly article on steeple/clock renovation 2015
JO article on clock renovation
Bridge Weekly article on Katrina Munn concert 2012
Eris, Historian
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Lectionary Readings MARCH (Year A)

March 1 – Ash Wednesday
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 (turn back to God)
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 (let God transform you)
Matthew 6:1-6,16-21 (what you value is where you devote your
time)
Psalm 51:1-17 (create in me a clean heart)
theme hymn: O for a Closer Walk With God
March 5 - 1st Sunday of Lent
Genesis 2: 15-17; 3: 1-7 (freedom and boundaries)
Romans 5: 12-19 (In Christ: God's gift of Grace)
Matthew 4: 1-11 (Jesus repudiates the temptations)
Psalm 32 (Joy in forgiveness)
theme hymn: Forty Days and Forty Nights
March 12 - 2nd Sunday in Lent
Genesis 12: 1-4a (God promises!)
Romans 4: 1-5, 13-17 (trust God's promises)
John 3: 1-17 (Nicodemus comes looking for answers)
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Psalm 121 (help comes from the Lord)
theme hymn: The God of Abraham Praise
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March 19 - 3rd Sunday of Lent
Exodus 17: 1-7 (trust in God!)
Romans 5: 1-11 (God pours out love for us)
John 4: 5-42 (the water metaphor continues)
Psalm 95 (sing to the Lord)
theme hymn: Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
March 26 - 4th Sunday of Lent
1 Samuel 16: 1-13 (sometimes God chooses the least likely)
Ephesians 5: 8-14 (live in the light)
John 9: 1-41 (when the blind see the most)
Psalm 23
theme hymn: Open My Eyes That I May See
April 2 - 5th Sunday of Lent
Ezekiel 37: 1-14 (there is power in the word of God)
Romans 8: 6-11 (we are freed by the way of the Spirit)
John 11: 1-45 (live in Him)
Psalm 130 (plenteous redemption in Him)
theme hymn: Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart
The theme hymns listed with the lectionary reading lists are found in
our Pilgrim hymnal and/or the Hymn folders and are listed here only
as lyrical illustrations of the week's scripture selections, so readers
may carry the theme in tune form throughout their week!
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