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Bradford Congregational Church – UCC

Bradford, VT   (802) 222-4034
our website - click here!
our Facebook page – click here!
Dear Church Family,

“A Healthy Congregation: Putting It All Together.”  That is a good title for where we are now on our journey as a congregation.  

It is also the title of our upcoming Healthy Communication and Beloved Community workshop on October 29th.  To read a description of the workshop and register see: http://bradforducc.org/calendar-page/healthy-communication-and-beloved-community-events/ 

Below are some of the topics Nancy Brown will cover in the workshop, along with my observations on the progress this congregation is making.  A thriving congregation recognizes the importance of putting all these together:

· Having healthy leadership during times of change and anxiety.
Our congregation is served by exceptionally dedicated, experienced and generous-hearted lay leadership.  Every person involved in this church’s most painful “times of change and anxiety” in the past loved the church and wanted the best for it, but lacked the know-how to get through those troubles in a healthy way.  History could have been different if the church’s leadership had learned the skills and techniques of managing emotions, conflict resolution and caring communication.  We are gaining invaluable experience now with the Communication Guidelines and Healthy Communication Manual that many of our congregation’s leaders have been trained to use. The upcoming workshop will focus in part on what it means to have healthy leadership that can bring together the various components that a congregation needs in times of change.

· Cultivating a strong sense of belonging and shared mission.
We have worked carefully to make sure our Identity and Aspiration Statement accurately reflects the congregation’s vision and dreams for its future.  We had a high level of participation in the process and the Statement was adopted unanimously, so we know there is “a strong sense of belonging and shared mission.”  We need to continue cultivating that sense by returning frequently to the Statement and celebrating the ways we are living into it, and revising it as the Spirit moves us over time.

· Focusing on strengths.
Our lay leadership has done an outstanding job during this interim time of playing to its strengths and building up the church.  Look at the vibrant Sunday School, the projects of our Board of Mission and Social Action, the new steeple and clock, the traditional fund raisers including the Game Supper, the quality and diversity of our music during worship, the website and Facebook page, the leadership of the Pastoral Search Committee and Diaconate including the education and discussion events on issues of sexual orientation and gender identity, look at all the behind the scenes stewardship of our buildings and financial resources—I could go on and on.  The point is that rather than focus on our weaknesses, we have built on what we can do and do well.  As a result this congregation is accomplishing amazing things for a small group in an interim time—or even for a much larger group with a settled pastor!  

· Appreciating differences.
This is an area that we are strengthening, thanks to the Healthy Communication Circle Process that many of our committees and boards have been using, including the recent Pastoral Search Committee gatherings.  The Circle Process is designed to honor each person’s distinct perspective with careful listening and consideration.  Every time we use a healthy communication process it allows the space for appreciation of one another to grow.  We will learn more ways to celebrate our differences at the workshop and as we read the book Real Good Church together.

· Practicing healthy, caring communication.
Practice is the key word.  We have learned an enormous amount about what caring or healthy communication requires.  We have developed a manual, thanks to Nancy Brown, to help us establish a strong culture of healthy communication in a congregation where unhealthy communication has often caused harm.  I have heard many of our leaders say that they have responded in more careful and positive ways in situations that might have led to negativity and hurt feelings in the past.  The key is to keep practicing until it becomes second nature to us—until it is just the way we do things in this church.

· Responding creatively to change.
Change is constant—both change imposed by the rapidly shifting society around us and change arising from the Holy Spirit’s stirrings within the members of our congregation.  We can respond to change by tensing up and digging in to our positions either for or against it, or we can loosen up and find creative ways to evolve that work for us as a whole congregation.  The key to being able to find creative solutions is to trust that every perspective will get a chance to be voiced and will be attentively heard and carefully considered.  

This is just some of what Nancy will address in the October 29th workshop.  I hope you notice two things: first, that this congregation is making great strides to become healthier and stronger; and second, that “putting it all together” is crucial to our success.  The bullet points above depend on one another in order to work.  For instance, responding creatively to change requires a shared sense of belonging, the ability to appreciate our differences and the practice of caring communication.
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You are doing amazing things to transform this congregation!  I am so deeply moved!  Please join me in expressing your thanks whenever you see an example of healthy leadership or communication taking place in our midst.  And please come to Nancy’s workshop on October 29th to gain more understanding and skill so that together we can make this congregation stronger, ready to grow into an exciting new stage of its life.

Thank you!

Grace and peace,
Tom
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It is our privilege to pray for you 

and those you care about. 
We pray for each other, without ceasing

 and your prayer requests are held in strict confidence.
Prayer requests may be directed to 
Our prayer group 

Would you like the person(s) for whom we are praying to receive a note saying we are lifting up those prayers? 
Please let us know their address and we will mail it. 
We keep any names, concerns, and personal information in strict confidence.
We hope you have noticed that there's a suggestion box on the vestry table. It's specific purpose is for church members to note what they would like to learn in the upcoming Panel Discussion on October 16th  about issues relating to sexual orientation and gender identity. 
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Want terms explained?

· Want to know what discrimination is still occurring?

· Want accurate facts and figures?

· Is there a problem right here in River City?

· What kind of help can we offer as individuals, as a church?


We voted to be educated, to throw open the doors of our minds and hearts to what is happening around us. Let's take advantage of this opportunity! We want to gather your ideas for questions we can put to the panelists on October 16th.

Diaconate ad hoc ONA Committee
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Rest Area...Sept 30 - Oct 2nd
 Shifts   8:00am - 11:00am ;  11:00am - 2:00pm ;  2:00 - closing(5:30-6:00)

We need: cookies, bars, donuts, sweet bread...apples...any fruit...

The food must be wrapped in saran wrap or a zip lock bag....1 ITEM per bag...please only 1 cookie per bag or half a slice of bread per bag.

If you can think of anything else that would sell, that would be great.  We just cannot have what they sell in the machines.

Thanks, Janice Larabee

Sunday school News 
September brings school days, cooler temperatures and Welcome Back, Sundae Sunday!  The children participated in bringing the big Bible into the sanctuary and up to the lectern.  It was a fun day with lots of excitement and sweet treats!   

Our class is growing and with this growth comes the need for more options for the children.  We would really like to break up the group into two, based on age group and level of understanding.  We’d also like to give the option of attending the full service, once a month for the older children.  This would expose them to the process of the offering, scripture readings and sermon. 

So, what does this mean to YOU?  We need help!  The four current teachers serve as “lead” teacher, a month at a time. With our growing numbers, one teacher is definitely not enough and at least one, if not two teachers are needed on any given Sunday.  If we want to progress to two groups and have other options, we are asking for volunteers to help in any way they can…you can join our committee and rotate monthly, give two Sundays in a 6-month period or six Sundays in a year.  Anything would be appreciated. email angela colbeth
As always, thank you all for your continuing support for the children. Your conversations with them and interest in their projects really help them feel great about their church! 
Church  World  Service 
 Last spring, Storme Odell challenged the congregation to make 20 school and hygiene kits for Church World Service (CWS). The time has come to now answer that challenge! 

From October 2 to November 12, you will have the opportunity to build your own kit at our Build-a-Kit Workshop in the vestry. We will also be looking for donations to help build these kits. Let’s see if we can beat Storme’s challenge and maybe even double it! 

Below is a list of items that go into each kit. Church World Service is very particular about what goes into the kits, so we really need to stick to what is on the list. Don’t have time to shop for items? Have someone for Missions do it for you instead! We will happily  take any donations towards buying items too! 
Ready ... set ... let’s build and make this the 

best school and hygiene kit year ever! 
 
 
School Kit 
One pair of blunt scissors removed from he package (round tip only) 
Three 70-count bound notebooks or notebooks totaling 200-201 pages.  
One 30-centimeter, 12” ruler 
One hand-held pencil sharpener removed from the package 
One large eraser (no pencil cap erasers) 
Six new, unsharpened pencils with erasers removed from the package 
One box of 24 crayons 
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 Hygiene Kit  
One hand towel measuring approximately 15”x 28” to 16”X 32”( No fingertip, bath, dish towel, or microfiber) 
One washcloth 
One wide-tooth comb removed from the package 
One fingernail or toenail clipper removed from the package 
One bath size bar of soap in the wrapper 
One toothbrush in the package 
One toothbrush in the package 
Ten standard size Band-Aids 
 
 
 
 Pastor Search Committee
  Thank you to all who have attended one of the three small group gatherings held in the vestry during the month of September.  The circle was a new experience and I know it took a few minutes to understand how it was done. All of your responses  and opinions that you shared  was  what the search committee needed to hear. Also at each gathering there was always responses  of how important the church is to all and that  we are a loving church  family. All that was taken from these gatherings will be helpful for the search committee in creating the profile. 

 Search Committee chairperson,

Charlotte Welch
Hi All:
 Report on Game Supper 2016:

 Planning is going along well with many continuing past details.

 The following is a list of details we could use some assistance with:

  Gravy    The gravy is generally done Wed, Thur or Friday night the week of game supper. It is done at the kitchen at Oxbow in the steam kettle and only takes about 2 to 2 1/2hours from start to finish. No real prep except for getting some ingredients together.
·Pheasant Pie      Takes a couple nights and requires cooking them the day of game supper at Oxbow
· We need people to cook Rabbit pies day for game supper day (10 people)
·  We plan to do the rabbit detail a bit different this year by doing them both the same day starting early AM and going into mid afternoon Sun Sept 25th or Oct 2. Will need prep people and pickers.
· Need two ginger bread servers for kitchen day of game supper. One starts at 2:00 and the other at 5:00
·People to make fudge for fudge room day of game supper
·Will be dining room positions available

 · Clean up after game supper

 Please call if interested in anything and we can give you more information. If you don’t see something on the list and want to do something just give a call and we can discuss. Now is your chance to assist the church as many hands make light work. Call Tracey @ 222-1800, Dan @ 603-443-7882 or email @ sixsmiths@charter.net
 (Want to help roll Cajun elk burritos in early November? Contact Marcia Tomlinson at mailto:m3site@charter.net) … I'll hunt up some appropriate bayou tunes!
Upcoming events coming this Fall. 
Thursday, September 29th – 7:00 pm – Orientation/Identity movie … one of the many very good presentations as recommended by the denomination. Part of the decision of which movie to show will be based on the suggestions and ideas placed in the suggestion box by the congregation
Sunday, October 16th  – after Coffee Hour – Orientation/Identity Panel discussion and information session with a light lunch served.
Wednesday, October 26th – 6:00 pm, Community Supper
Saturday, October 29th – 8:45 am to 1:30 pm – Healthy Communication workshops and Nancy Brown return! Breakfast and Lunch provided. Register early if possible!
Sunday, November 6th – 11:45 am – Orientation/Identity Circle Conversation, an intentional sharing of personal experiences about loved ones and friends who have faced the issues we've learned about. This sharing experience will be carefully facilitated in the Healthy Communications circle format. 
Wednesday, November 9th – 6:00 pm, Community Supper
Saturday, November 19th – Game Supper
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Whew!
We are one busy and “doing” church! 
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The 2016 Harvest Bazaar is right around the corner and we need your help! Below are the areas that need donated items for

Candy table- fudge, brittle, bark, treats. Please label your items if they DO HAVE nuts.

Food table- breads, cookies, jellies, pickles, and other baked goods. Please label your baked goods if they DO HAVE nuts.

Craft table- knitted and hand made items of any kind. some examples are socks, scarves, aprons, hats, mittens, quilts, jewelry

Attic collectibles table- any gently used items that someone may find as a collectible.

We are having an antique quilt raffle this fall. its first stop is the bazaar and the final stop will be the game supper, the winning ticket will be drawn after game supper. (see photo) It was handmade by Mary miller out of vintage antique fabric provided by Maribeth. (I don't know any more detail than this. you could check with Maribeth where the fabric originally came from. I believe there is a story). the size is 62x84.


Luncheon is from 11-1 and will be chili and cornbread with apple crisp and cider. (no donations are needed but we would love to see everyone come to eat!

Date 10/15/16

Time 9am-2pm

Luncheon Time 11-1

Please bring items in beginning Thursday 10/13 and Friday 10/14. Please bring food items on Friday. Church will be unlocked.

Thanks, Erin and Maribeth
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In Sunday School on September 25th, the kids learned how Joseph's dreams showed his people to save up food during their seven years of plenty so they would have enough during their seven years of famine. 
Then Julie Porter, Sunday School teacher and King Arthur Flour employee, helped the children prepare rolls to bake and donate to the food shelf. 
Outstanding!!!
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We are Invited! On Oct. 2nd to attend an Open House and Welcome


after morning worship, roughly 11:30 a.m.
to meet Pastor Bumshik Min 

at Grace United Methodist Church
Pastor Min will be preparing some Korean specialty dishes to savor!
Hopefully a hearty number of Congregationalists will give a warm welcome to Pastor Min.
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"NEIGHBORS IN NEED" is a mission  of the national United Church of Christ, especially related to ministries of Justice and Compassion throughout the US.  2/3 of the offerings received at our national office help support Justice and Witness Ministries(JWM) to support a variety of initiatives.  Many of these projects are addressing hunger.  We'll accept donations throughout the month of October, either through the Sunday offering or mailed to Ginny Moore.  Please note "NIN" on your check.
Thanks for your consideration regarding these important projects nationwide.

We'll accept donations all during October. 


Lucia Button for Board of Mission and Social Action 
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Community Dinner

Each month about a dozen church members and two dozen community members get together for great fellowship and dinner.  Our tradition of a monthly community dinner has been happening for more than five years.  In the beginning our minister would say grace as we all bowed our heads.  As of late, Morgen has asked to lead the Lord’s Prayer, just like she enjoys doing during Sunday morning worship.  During out last dinner, it occurred to me how beautiful we all sounded together.  For some it is the prayer we say each Sunday together for others perhaps it was the prayer of their childhood or the prayer they still say when praying daily. This beautiful prayer just sounds extra special to me at our community dinners. 

Want to join in on this meaningful community mission? Show up around 5:00 to help set up.  Cook a meal or bake a dessert to contribute to the potluck dinner. Stay after dinner to help clean up.  We have a small, but dedicated team who work on this each month but we always welcome folks to pitch in and help out when they can.

Dates for upcoming dinners:
Wednesday, October 26 at 6:00
Wednesday, November 9 at 6:00
Wednesday, December 14 at 6:00

*Note: we usually have the dinner on the 4th Wednesday of the month but with the holidays we have changed the dates. 
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Welcoming Sunday
As has become their tradition, the children bring forward the church's Bible on Welcoming Sunday (September 11th), recreating the olden times when this was the only Bible in town and was kept at the minister's home, being brought in for Sunday services and then returned.

Sundae Sunday!
The Diaconate loves Sundae Sunday! And so does everyone else!

It's a sweet and delectable way to celebrate our church community.
From the Historian

Memorial Gifts to our Church 

and/or Memorial Funds (1810-2016)

part TWO

1982 – Stained Glass Window; “The Tree of Life” - in memory of his grandparents, William Bartlett and Martha Dorothy Mumler, and his parents, William Edward and Maude Cameron Mumler, by Dr. William Mumler

1984 – Steeple Lighting – in memory of Miriam O. Allen by her family

1985 – Print of a Seated Christ – given by Charles and Dorothy Kleemichen

1985 – Two Candelabra – Memorial Funds of Elmer Cummings and Dr. Franklin P. Dwinell

1985 – Cordless Mike for Pastor given in memory of Ralph Pierson by family and friends

1985 – Film Strip Projector for Sunday School – in memory of Anne Hall by family and friends 

1985 – Sunday School Tables and Chairs – given in memory of Helen Heath and Harold Waterhouse by family and friends

1985 – Tape Player, Tape, and Mailers – in memory of Carl Bagley and Dr. Franklin P. Dwinell by family and friends

1987 – Bible Bookmarks to Match Paraments – in memory of Dr. Franklin P. Dwinell by family and friends

1988 – Elevator – by various members and friends of the Church, Wild Game Supper Funds, and UCC Women's Fellowship

1989 – Restoration of Painting “Christ and the Doctors” - Polly Pitman Memorial Fund by family and friends

1990 – Stained Glass Window “Christ with Children” - in memory of Lucia Whitter Batchelder by her son Clifton Batchelder

1990 – Plaque Honoring Katrina Munn (organist for 45 years) by Katrina's friends

1992 – Portrait/Picture of Rev. Silas McKeen – on loan from the Bradford Public Library

1993 – Green/Purple Paraments – in memory of Ralph Pierson by family and friends

1994 – Two Brass Vases for sanctuary Alter – in memory of Eizabeth Wakefield by family and friends

1996 – Parsonage Living Room and Dining Room Combination Windows – Camilla Low bequest of $2,000

1998-1999 – Steinway Grand Piano (NEVER to be put in vestry) Bequest of Katrina Munn

1998-1999 – Steinway Upright Piano – Bequest of Katrina Munn

1998-1999 – Four drawer cabinet – bequest of Katrina Munn

1998-1999 – Two drawer cabinet – bequest of Katrina Munn

1998-199 – Stained Glass Window – bequest of Katrina Munn

1999 – Re-upholstering sofa and communion chair – memorial funds of Andraea Mosenthal, Bernard Crafts, W. Gilbert Cole, Camilla Low, Charles Kleemichen, Dr. Edward Powers, Pauline Powers, Raymond Green, Ruth Keating, and Rev. John B. Knight, by family and friends

Memorial Funds not spent as of 4/30/1995

1) Andreae Mosenthal

2) Bernard Crafts

3) Raymond Green (spent in 1999)

4) Dr. Edwin Powers (spent 1999)

1995 – Memorial Fund for Charles Brainerd by family and friends

1996 – Camilla Low Memorial Fund by family and friends

1996 – Rev. John B. Knight by family and friends

1996 – Charles Kleemichen by family and friends

1997 – Pauline Powers by family and friends

1997 – Katrina Munn by friends and designated for music

1997 – Lujane Munson by family and friends – spent in 1999

1998 – James Perry by family and friends – spent for Pulpit Bible and 21 pew Bibles

1998 – W. Gilbert Cole by family and friends – partially spent 1999

1999 – Pewter Service Tray – in honor of Nancy Perry given by her 19 grandchildren

1999 – Outside Creche-Nativity Scene with Lujane Munson Memorial Fund

2000 - $5,000 for Sunday School in memory of Lujane Munson given by her grandson, Eric Munson

2000 – Pew Bibles – Memorial Funds above and other members of the church

2000 - $260,000 Bequest of Katrina Munn – for music

2000 - $500 in memory of Lillian Peters given to Women's Fellowship for use in Kitchen/Dining Room of Church. Used for stainless flatware

2006-Present, some of Nancy Perry's Memorial Fund used for archival materials – Funds given by family and friends

2005-2006 – Restoration of Organ – money from Katrina Munn's Bequest and members and friends of the church. Other funds from Katrina's bequest are used annually for Music Program of the Church

(date uncertain) Muriel Brainerd – Memorial Funds by family and friends

(date uncertain) Dorothy A. Cole – Memorial Funds by family and friends

2012 – Patrick Tomlinson – Memorial Funds by family and friends

Inasmuch as our Treasurer Gloria Fox has been out of town for August and early September and because the Memorial Funds are not listed in recent Annual reports, the latest figures I have are as of April 30, 2006. When Gloria returns, I will get the figures as of April 30, 2016 and put them in the November 2016 Epistle. 

As of 4/30/2006:

Anne Denny - $8.04

Barbara Rowse - $106.07

Dot Pierson - $35.17

Lujane Munson - $747.05

Margaret Pratt - $142.58

Nancy Perry - $1,211.54


Total $ 2,715.23

Historian's note: Memorial Funds are different from Trust Funds in that Memorial Funds may be spent as needed and as directed by Church Council. We do usually check with descendants for suggestions and/or approval of planned expenditures. Memorial Funds are usually donations from family and friends in lieu of flowers at the time of the funeral/service of a loved one. Trust Funds are usually restricted to only income being spent at the direction of a bequest.
Eris, Historian
Lectionary Readings October(year C) 

Oct 2 – Lamentations 1:1-6  2 (the tribes of Judah in defeat) 

2 Timothy 1:1-14  (I know whom I have believed) 

Luke 17:5-10 (serve the Lord, and serve the Lord again!)  

Psalm 137


theme hymn: Abide in Me
Oct 9 – Jeremiah 29:1,4-7 (Live where the Lord puts you)   

Psalm 66:1-12 (Praise the Lord)   

2 Timothy 2:8-15 (remember Jesus Christ)   

Luke 17:11-19 (entreat the Lord)

theme hymn: Praise the Lord Who Reigns Above
Oct 16 – Jeremiah 31:27-34 (reestablishment of God's people) 

Psalm 119:97-104 (rejoicing in God's Law)

2 Timothy 3:14 – 4:5 (using the Scriptures) 

Luke 18:1-8 (the importance of being earnest)

theme hymn: O Word of God Incarnate
Oct 23 – Joel 2:23-32 (Israel restored)

Psalm 65 (God does all that is good)

2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18 (at the end of the race, the glory of God!)

Luke 18:9-14 (honor in humility)

theme hymn: Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven
Oct 30 – Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4 (the righteous live by faith)

Psalm 119: 137-144 (the Lord has told us what is right)

2 Thessalonians 1:1-4,11-12 (pray so Christ will be glorified in you)

Luke 19:1-10 (salvation for the lost)

theme hymn: Amazing Grace
The hymns listed above are found in our Pilgrim hymnal and/or the Hymn folders and are here only as musical illustrations of the week's  scripture selections, so readers may carry the theme in tune form throughout their week!
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